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The MIT Club of South Texas Welcomes 

MIT President Susan Hockfield 
Susan Hockfield has served as the sixteenth president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology since December 2004. A 
strong advocate of the vital role that science, technology, and the 
research university play in the world, she believes that MIT can best 
advance its historic mission of teaching, research, and service by 
providing robust and sustained support for the ideas and energies of 
its faculty and students. 
 
A noted neuroscientist whose research has focused on the 
development of the brain, Dr. Hockfield is the first life scientist to 
lead MIT and holds a faculty appointment as professor of 
neuroscience in the Institute's Department of Brain and Cognitive 
Sciences. 
 
Under her leadership, MIT has launched a major Institute-wide 
initiative in energy research and education and continues to expand 
its activities at the intersection of the life sciences and engineering, 
with a particular focus on cancer research. The Institute has also 
embarked on a sustained effort to strengthen support for student life 
and learning, including undergraduate curriculum renewal, and is 
undertaking major campus construction and renovation projects 
with a combined value of approximately three-quarters of a billion 
dollars. 
 
Dr. Hockfield earned her B.A. in biology from the University of 
Rochester and a Ph.D. from the Georgetown University School of 
Medicine, while carrying out her dissertation research in 
neuroscience at the National Institutes of Health. 
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